[Triggered transcranial magnetic stimulation in high cognitive functions].
Transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) can be triggered and thereby allows the reversible manipulation of cortical information processing. A magnetic field is induced by a coil which produces a current which has an excitatory or inhibitory effect on the underlying cortex. Triggered TMS has been used to assess the visual system and lately the method was also applied to higher cognitive functions. The method has good spatial and temporal resolution and it can be combined with other neuroscience and experimental psychological methods. We provide an overview on TMS research and present the results of a study. Possible applications and limitations of the method are discussed with respect to basic research as well as diagnostic and therapeutic implications.